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Welcome Back!
OUR ROTHWELL INVESTITURE WAS AN INCREDIBLE SUCCESS

I

f there were any doubts or qualms about whether our first investiture for two years would be a
success, they were quickly dispelled at the service held at Holy Trinity church, Rothwell in the
picturesque county of Northamptonshire. In welcoming thirteen new members to the Order,
this was one of our larger investitures, but speaking to the new members all were impressed at the
majesty, dignity and respectfulness of their induction.
The town of Rothwell can trace its history back to the Bronze Age. Four thousand years
ago Bronze Age mourners buried their dead alongside offerings of food in vessels. The RomanoBritish people, two thousand years later, built a settlement in what is now Rothwell. Dark
Age invaders came next and founded the Danish settlement of "Rodewell" or "place of the red
well", presumably so-called because of the area's many freshwater springs coloured red by iron and
other minerals.
By the early Middle Ages Rothwell, or
"Rowell" as it is known locally, was
already a town of some importance,
dominating the then smaller settlement
of Kettering (a state of affairs which
persisted until the arrival in Kettering of
the railway).
A charter, granted by King John in AD 1204 permitting a weekly market and annual fair,
confirmed the town’s importance - both a market and a fair are still extant. The market is held
every Monday and the fair, called "Rowell Fair", takes place on Market Hill during the week
following Trinity Sunday.
The town has a rich history; Holy Trinity church has the longest aisle in the county, and a bonecrypt, which together with the Market House built by Thomas Tresham in 1578, shows Rothwell
was once one of the three largest towns in Northamptonshire; the other two
being Northampton and Stamford (which is now in Lincolnshire). Rothwell is also on the
pilgrimage route from the former Benedictine Abbey at Peterborough to Santiago de Compostela,
in Spain, a route still used today.

And now the Knights Templar have made their mark on the town!
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From the Grand Prior’s Desk...

K

nights, Dames and Fellow Templars, but most especially, friends...
We are now in ‘Winter Quarters’ and time for a spot of R & R before once again girding our loins and
saddling-up to charge into 2022.
When I sat down last year to write my Christmas message to the Troops, I had little to say in the way of
Christmas cheer as our plans for the entire year had been destroyed by the Covid pandemic, forcing the
cancellation of a formal Dinner at the RAF Club in London, an AGM, a Service
of Investiture and Banquet at Wellingborough School and a similar event in the
magnificent surroundings of Chester Cathedral, as well as an International
Gathering in Paris, where a thousand Templars had been expected to attend.
Moreover, we were left with a large number of Postulants awaiting investiture and
I am now delighted to write that most of those have now joined us at a wellattended Service of Investiture at Holy Trinity Church in Rothwell,
Northamptonshire, followed by a most enjoyable luncheon at the Kettering Park
Hotel and Spa, where we welcomed thirteen new members into the Order.
I continue to maintain regular close communications with the Grand Master in
Paris, the Grand Prior General of Scandinavia in Sweden and other senior
members of the Order world-wide and I am also involved in establishing a new
Priory in Wales. If anyone has any friends or relatives in Wales who may be
interested in joining us and assisting in forming a new Priory there, I would be
delighted to hear from you or them. Exciting times!
Some of you may be aware that there are other so-called Templar organisations ‘out there’ most of which claim
to be the “true and only legitimate Templar group” but which are in fact entirely bogus and are simply moneymaking scams for the owner of the web-page, or at best are the product of a fantasist who desperately wants to
appear to be important and who has built an entire fictional history around themselves. Both types will happily
take your money and send you an A4 piece of paper which states that you are now a Knight Templar, without
ever having met you or your attending any kind of ceremonial. There is, however, one particular group calling
themselves OSMTJ, which is very similar to our OSMTH and which translates to the same in English. Until
recently, they were headed by an Admiral of the United States Navy and now they have a new Grand Master
who is a Brigadier General (Retired) of the United States Army. OSMTJ were at one time members of this (our)
branch of the Order but many years ago, due to political in-fighting, a number of members broke away from this
Order and formed their own group which became OSMTJ.
It has always been my earnest hope that one day we could reunite in fellowship but all of my efforts over the
years have proven fruitless until now, and I am delighted to advise the membership that I have most recently
received a communication from the Grand Prior of Hong Kong, speaking on behalf of his Grand Master in the
United States and offering the hand of friendship. I willingly accepted this offer, which was almost immediately
followed by a communication from their Grand Master to me in which he asked me to arrange for a channel of
communication to be opened between our Grand Master and himself. I therefore passed on all details to our
Grand Master in Paris who also welcomed this approach and has authorised me to maintain contact and to send
an open invitation to their members to attend any of our events in the future. I do not foresee a re-joining or
reunification but I do have great hopes for a whole new relationship with even more good people who share all
of our own core values.
Onto other matters: Can I please ask all members to advise the Grand Secretary of their email and postal
addresses and also a contact telephone number. We know that some members have moved-house but we do not
have their new addresses or contact numbers in order to correctly communicate.
Even if you have not moved or changed address (physical or email) please advise the Grand Secretary so that he
can confirm that our central membership address list is correct.
His email is: secretary@knightstemplar-england.org.uk
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MEMBERS OF CHAPTER:
Grand Prior – H.E. Chevalier. Paul Grant KGCTJ
Grand Secretary: Chevalier Dr Robert Webber KGCTJ
Grand Seneschal: Chevalier Sir Robert Worcester KBE, KGOTJ, CH, DL.
Grand Marshal: Chevalier Paul Tredgett KGCTJ
Grand Treasurer and Deputy Grand Prior: Chevalier Ian Bates KGCTJ
Grand Constable: Chevalier Danny Gill KGOTJ
Master-at-Arms: Chevalier Martyn Hunt KCTJ
Commander of the North: Chevalier Michael Fisher KCTJ
Commander of the South: Chevalier Warren Cruickshank KCTJ
Warden of Benevolence: Dame Tina Walford-Stretton DOTJ
DINING: It is an historic and established tradition that Templars dine together, which assists in bonding, is common
courtesy and is especially important when we welcome new members. When dining, we always commence with grace
before we eat, and we include a sung grace at the end of the main meal. In England, our traditional sung grace is Laudi
Spirituali. If you have an internet connection such as YouTube, please check it out and familiarise yourself with it.
RANKS AND APPOINTMENTS:
Some members can be confused by the difference between Ranks and Appointments. A Rank is the level of seniority
which you have achieved, and an Appointment is a task for which you have responsibility, as follows:
RANKS:
Knight or Dame
Knight or Dame Officer
Knight or Dame Commander
Knight or Dame Grand Commander (not currently in use)
Knight or Dame Grand Officer
Knight or Dame Grand Cross
APPOINTMENTS:
Grand Prior
Deputy Grand Prior
Prior
Chancellor
Seneschal
Secretary
Marshal
Treasurer
Chaplain
Warden of Insignia
Master-at-Arms
Sergeant-at-Arms
Area Commander
Warden of Benevolence
Preceptor
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DRESS: As an ancient and Chivalric Order with international standing and which conducts ceremonial at the highest
levels, it is important that we have a formalised Dress Code, of which there are several styles, as follows:
• White Tie: Full Evening Dress (white bow tie, wing-collared shirt, black tailcoat, white Marcella waistcoat and
black patent leather shoes)
• Black Tie: Black bow tie worn with a Dress-shirt, Dinner Jacket or Tuxedo and Evening Dress trousers.
• Smart Casual: It is understood that not all members have the more formal styles of dress and that they are worn
infrequently, however, those members who do have them are encouraged to wear them. All others are asked to
wear a dark lounge suit with a white shirt, and all male members should wear the KT tie, available from the
Warden of Regalia, Chevalier Dr Robert Webber.
• Military uniform is permitted for those authorised to wear it. This may be Number 1 Dress Blues, Mess Dress or
Service Dress and additionally, there is a military-style Templar uniform for those who wish to have one made.
• Female members are requested to dress in keeping with the occasion or to wear the style agreed by the Ladies
Committee.
• The only official dress required for investitures is the mantle, neck cross and white gloves, with an optional surcoat
worn by male members.
Finally, if any member has a friend who may wish to support us but who does not wish to be a full member, they will
be welcome to join as a Friend of the Order which costs only £20 per year and does not require them to purchase any
regalia. As a Friend of the Order, they are entitled to attend all functions including Services of Investiture, dinners
banquets and social events upon payment of the usual dining fees.
Which just leaves me the most pleasant task of wishing you all, each and every one, a very

Merry Christmas 2021 and a peaceful, prosperous and Covid-free New Year 2022
A warm welcome is extended to the following new members.
David Aiton, Ian Burwell, Lt. Col. Michael Caseman-Jones, Basil England, Sara-Jayne Goldingham,
Ian Hartley, Lex Hewitt, Christian Pitt, David Smith, Bill Straub, David Thurel, Dr Albin Wallace and
Mark Wells-Pestell.
Congratulations to the following on their promotion to Knight or Dame Officer
Bob Blackledge, Lilibeth Solajes, Mark Stretton, Tina Walford-Stretton.
Congratulations to those elevated to the highest rank of Knight Grand Cross
Chevalier Dr Robert Webber, Chevalier Paul Tredgett and Chevalier Ian Bates who is also appointed
as Deputy Grand Prior.

My personal thanks to all who worked so very hard to ensure that our latest
Investitures were a great success, especially to our newly appointed Stewards,
Troy Close and Nicolai Webber; to those who manned the Reception desk on
Friday evening; and all those who contributed to the ceremonial aspect in church.
It was a great team effort. Also to The Commander of the South, Chevalier Warren
Cruickshank and the Preceptor of the Lance, Chevalier Mark Bhogun-Scott for
their huge generosity in providing the unique hand-made book and the facsimile Magna
Cartas to be auctioned and to the Commander of the North,
Chevalier Michael Fisher, for organising the raffle.
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How to progress in our Order.
This is a question the Grand Prior has been asked often over the years and again most recently since the Kettering
investitures.
Promotion in an Order such as ours can be slow and in fact, we have several in our ranks who have been members for
many years but who are still Knights or Dames without having been promoted further. In many cases this is because
they are happy to remain where they are as a member; to attend functions and events, to give their support but not to
have the additional responsibility of holding an office which can be very time-consuming.
So, what do you need to do in order to be recognised for promotion? Promotion is usually awarded when there is a
need for an office to be filled and where the office holder requires a higher rank in order to function correctly, but this
is not always the case. For example, the first step on the ladder is generally by becoming a Steward, the responsibilities
of which can be wide ranging, from formally meeting and greeting new arrivals to assisting with high ceremonial and
then checking that the dining room is ready with the seating plan in place and all places correctly identified with the
correct name cards. A Steward’s role can be busy and demanding but it is an appointment and not yet a promotion; it
gives the holder a deeper insight into the administration and workings of the Grand Priory and will lead to future
promotion when an office becomes available.
More accelerated promotion can be achieved if a member has certain skills which are offered to the Grand Priory, and
members with such specific skills are generally appointed to an office best suited to their abilities. For instance, to
become Secretary you must have excellent computer-skills and a good command of the English language. A Treasurer
is usually someone with a good accounting, financial or mathematical background and a Master-at-Arms or Marshal
will almost certainly be selected from those with a military background. A Preceptor is a local organiser for a specific
geographic area and an Area Commander oversees the Preceptors in his area. Both need to be good organisers and
team builders. Once in post all of those office holders tend to remain there for several years until they no longer wish
to hold that position or are unable to do so due to ill health and this in turn means that there is unlikely to be a
vacancy in any of those roles for several years. Each of those posts attract a higher rank due to the nature of the work
carried out.
At the most recent investitures in Kettering, four members were promoted to Knight or Dame Officer, two of whom
already hold an office and they were promoted in recognition of that office and two were promoted in recognition of
loyal service and regular attendance. Why regular attendance? You may ask. Because many members are happy to
remain simply as members whilst rarely attending and so do not qualify for further advancement whilst those who do
give their regular support are rewarded for their loyalty. As an aside, those who were promoted but do not yet hold an
office will be allocated an office at some time in the future.

Members are reminded that wherever possible our annual investitures are
scheduled for weekend closest to 24th May each year (the anniversary of the
death of Hugues de Payen, our first Grand Master) and the weekend
immediately after the 13th October (Templar Remembrance Day) to facilitate
planning and to maximise attendance.

PLEASE TRY TO KEEP THESE WEEKENDS FREE OF
OTHER COMMITMENTS!
Non Nobis Domine
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Meaning of the
Templar Banner
The banner of the Knights Templar is
called the Beaucent (vexillum belli) and,
like many pieces of medieval history, its
true etymology may have been lost
somewhere along the way.
Etymological suggestions include
piebald, meaning spotted or of two
colours, which is perhaps closer to the
mark. This certainly fits the description
of the Beaucent, for it consisted of a
black square above a white one.
The late author John J. Robinson
claimed that the term Beaucent was
Medieval French for “beautiful.” But to
a group of knights who were not at all
like the vain secular knights of the day,
image certainly cannot be the entire
interpretation. Robinson also claimed it
was a battle cry:
“In medieval French it meant a lofty state, for
which translators have offered such terms as
“noble,” “glorious,” and even “magnificent”
As a battle cry then, “Beau Seant” was a
charge to “Be noble” or “Be Glorious.”
Symbolically, the black section is said to
have depicted the sins of the secular
world that the Templar knights had
chosen to leave, while the second
section was white – depicting the purity
that the order offered them – a sort of
transformation from darkness to light.
Despite many depictions of the banner
in later day paintings, the battle
standard was not such that it drooped
down on its pole. Rather, the banner
was held in place top and bottom by
two poles so that it did not require a
breeze to be seen by the Templars and
their enemies.
So important was the view of the flying
Beaucent that, before a battle, the
Marshal would select ten Templars to
protect him and the banner. If the
Marshal was killed during fighting, the
Commander of Knights would take the
banner so that it may fly above the
battle for all to see.
This created somewhat of a catch
twenty two situation, for as long as the
Beaucent flew the Templars must fight
on and as long as the Templars fought
on, the Beaucent must fly.
The purpose of the banner was to serve
as a rallying point for the Templars.
One of the Order’s tactics during battle
was the heavy horse charge. This often
caused the Templars to be separated
from one another. As such, the flying
Beaucent would allow them to easily
regroup in order to continue the attack.
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British Involvement in the Holy Land

(Pt 1)

In this series of articles Chev. Basil England will examine the involvement of
British nations in the various Crusades and the effects they had on the
United Kingdom.

M

y interest in this subject goes back to my background. My mother was born in
Jerusalem during the British Military Administration of the Holy Land, later the
British Mandate. My grandfather was Postmaster-General at the General Post
Office in Jerusalem at that time. I was born in a British Military
Hospital and spent my childhood in Malta. Malta’s connection to
the Knights goes back to the time of the retreat by the Knights
Hospitaller, (later Knights of St John and Malta) from the Holy
Land and their move to Malta and building the Forts,
fortifications and bastion walls 16ft deep around the island of
Malta which are still there today. Malta was a British colony for
over 250 years. Admiral Horatio Nelson spent time there with
Lady Hamilton in Malta before he went onwards to the Battle of
the Nile. Winston Churchill was also in Malta during visits to the
British Eight Army in North Africa during World War II.
The Queen and Prince Philip spent time in Malta when Prince
Philip was stationed there during his service with the Royal Navy.
During my childhood days in Malta, every other Land Rover was
British Army, Royal Navy or Air Force and there were plenty of
those. Malta was awarded the George Cross “for bravery and
heroism when under fire by the Axis Forces”.

The Crusades were a series of religious wars, sanctioned by the
Catholic Church, to take control of the Holy Land from the ruling Muslim Caliphate during
the Middle Ages. With the First Crusade beginning in 1095, the call went out from the
Vatican for Christian nations to send soldiers to fight to defend the Christians in the Holy
Land, who were being threatened and attacked. Britain’s contribution to the Crusades varied
over the centuries from being only incidentally involved
to being a major power in Jerusalem.
It is worth noting that the very last Christian Army to take
over the Holy Land from the Ottoman Empire was the
British Army when they defeated the Ottomans and on
9th December 1917 General Viscount Allenby crossed the
River Jordan and Jerusalem fell to the British Army. The
Holy Land was then governed under the British Military
Administration later to become the British Mandate of
Palestine until 1948. This was the last British involvement
in the Holy Land.
The Allenby Bridge is still there. In 1998 my mother took
us to visit the Holy Land. We took a coach from Amman
Bus Station to Israel. My mother said that we will be
crossing the Allenby Bridge via no man’s land.
We expected to see a Golden Gate type Bridge, but no it was still the same pontoon bridge
that the British Army used in 1917 to cross from Jordan. Only one bus at a time could fit on
the Bridge.
General Allenby’s tactics and strategy are to this day still taught at the Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst.
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Crypts & Tunnels Discovered Beneath Knights Templar
Chapel in Poland
Nora McGreevy of the Smithsonian Institute

A

round 1119, amid Christian Crusades to wrest the Holy Land from Muslim control, a French knight named Hugues de
Payens formed a small military order dedicated to defending pilgrims as they travelled from West to East.

Known today as the Knights Templar, the group (and various legends surrounding its history) has captured the public
imagination for centuries. As Patrick Masters, a film studies scholar at the University of Portsmouth, wrote for the Conversation in
2019, 13th-century epics and Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci Code alike link the order to the mythical Holy Grail, albeit with little supporting
evidence.
Over the years, physical traces of the organisation’s existence have yielded insights into its actual role in medieval society. In villages
across the West Pomeranian region of Poland, for instance, 13th-century Gothic buildings created by the knights upon their return
from the Holy Land testify to the order’s lasting influence.
Now, an ongoing archaeological dig at a Knights Templar
chapel in a remote Polish village of about 100 residents is
offering up an array of exciting new discoveries.
In 2019, a research team using ground-penetrating radar
(GPR) uncovered several crypts and the possible remains
of an underground passageway or tunnel while conducting
excavations at the chapel of Saint Stanislaus in
Chwarszczany.
“According to legends and medieval documents, there was
a well in the vicinity of the chapel,” Przemysław
Kołosowski, the lead archaeologist working on the site,
tells CNN. “Rumor has it that the well served as an
entrance to a secret tunnel. This still requires an exhaustive
archaeological investigation.”
As Jakub Pikulik reported for the Polish newspaper Gazeta
Lubuska recently, renovations and archaeological work at
the site have continued since 2004. Kołosowski’s team
commenced work in July 2019, scanning the chapel and
surrounding fields with the help of a hundred or so
volunteers.

The Knights Templar constructed the Saint Stanislaus chapel in the
Polish village of Chwarszczany during the
13th century

An excavation expected to unearth a medieval fortress yielded no substantial finds from the period. But archaeologists did discover
centuries-old cobblestones, the walls of an 18th-century distillery, Bronze Age pottery and iron nails, and a 1757 coin likely left behind
by Russian troops stationed nearby during the Seven Years’ War.

Inside the chapel, archaeologists investigating a slight depression beneath the stone floors found seven vaulted crypts.
As per a statement from OKM, the German manufacturer of the GPR technology used by the researchers, these underground crypts
“cannot be dated back to Templar times.” Instead, Gazeta Lubuska notes, the vaults were likely constructed later, only to be emptied
during renovations in the second half of the 19th century.
Built on the site of an older Romanesque temple in the second half of the 13th century, the red-brick Chwarszczany chapel was “both a
place of worship and a defensive fortification,” according to Sarah Cascone of Artnet News.
At the time, the Knights Templar wielded significant power in western Poland, local historian Marek Karolczak tells CNN.
“Back in those days, the appearance of Knights Templar on this soil was a popular trend,” Karolczak explains. “This is the time of
Crusades. Local rulers wanted to strengthen their power by inviting military orders to settle on their land and build commanderies.”
Because the Knights Templar were protected by the pope, they “enjoyed papal privileges, tax breaks and lavish donations while also
accruing legendary status,” reports CNN. But the group’s luck changed in the early 14th century, when Philip IV of France ordered
members’ arrest, perhaps out of a desire to seize their vast wealth or assert his political dominance over the papacy.
Adapted from an article published in the Smithsonian Magazine, 17th September, 2020
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The Lure of the Knights Templar
What it means to a “newbie” member to be part of the Knights Templars
by Chev. Ian Hartley

A

s I grew up though my early years my knowledge of
the Knights Templar was pretty much that they ‘were
the army of the Pope’ hundreds of years ago, it’s
where the term ‘Friday the thirteenth’ being bad luck
came from and ‘they no longer exist’.
Whether fact or myth, within my home town of Millom in
Cumbria there was always (and to some extent still is) talk that
there was Knights Templar presence here:


A church dating back hundreds of years with artifacts
possibly being of the 10th Century era.



A Manor house and subsequent castle (now ruins) dating
to the same period.



Knights Templar reportedly having links with the then Huddleston family (the Huddleston family being of
significance in several wars throughout the centuries).



It is even claimed that the ‘Holy Grail’ may have come to the town on its way to Furness Abbey before moving on
and becoming lost to the world!

Millom Holy Trinity Church and the ancient ruins of Millom
Castle (far right)

All very exciting and mysterious for a young boy.
Fast forward a few years to 2017. While serving in the Royal Air Force and located at RAF Waddington I went on a
bike ride. Whilst riding round the local area I came across an old tower in the middle of nowhere. Intrigued I rode up
to the tower that is Temple Bruer.

Reading the signs around the monument this once again sparked my interest in the Knights Templar. One of the
information boards states, “In January 1308 William de la More, the Preceptor of Temple Bruer and the Grand Prior
of all England, was arrested here at Temple Bruer along with his knights and imprisoned at Lincoln. The Temple
Order was suppressed in 1312 and their assets were transferred to another military order, the Knights Hospitaller.

At the suppression Temple Bruer was the second wealthiest Templar preceptory in England.”
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The Grand Prior’s Sword
by H.E. Chev. Paul Grant KGCTJ

D

uring the investitures, I used a sword which had been kindly donated by Chevalier Bob Blackledge. Bob did
not know the history of the sword and so I decided to do some detective-work to see if I could identify the
original owner. All I had to go on was a serial number stamped into the back of the blade and so I tried to
contact Wilkinson Sword who were the manufacturers but I was
disappointed to find that they had ceased trading many years ago
and had sold their sword-making equipment and machinery to
another company who took over supplying swords to the British
Army. I therefore wrote to that company asking if they could
please check the Wilkinson Sword archives to identify the serial
number, but although they had purchased the machinery, they did
not have the Wilkinson archives or any relevant order books,
however, they were able to put me in touch with a collector who
had purchased the files and I contacted him to ask for details. He
replied that the Wilkinson Sword archives were incomplete and
had many gaps in them with a large number of totally blank
pages, but that for a fee he would try to locate some detail and
from this I received a copy of the page from the Wilkinson order
book which contained the serial number of the sword a name and
a date. Further investigations took me to the National Archives in
Kew, to Army Records and eventually to the Grenadier Guards
and from all of this I can now advise you as follows:
The sword was owned by a gentleman named R.C.G De Reuter,
who attended Eton which he left in 1916 when he then went to
Sandhurst and was commissioned into the Grenadier Guards as a
Second Lieutenant on 5th July 1917. He was posted to France to
join the 3rd Battalion of the Grenadier Guards where he very
soon received his baptism of fire in the First Battle of Ypres on 31st July 1917. He then fought in the Second Battle of
Ypres and went on to Passchendaele, Cambrai, the First and Second Battles of the Somme, Arras and the Hindenburg
Line before arriving in Cologne on 11th November 1918, Armistice Day. He survived the war and was promoted to
Full Lieutenant on 1st February 1920.
I do not have any other details about him at the moment but I am continuing my investigations.
As your newly appointed Warden of Benevolence, I step into a gap that has been vacant for more than a year, with no
designated Charities, or goals for the charity monies, so to establish these is the first task, with your views directing the
selections so that everyone can feel happy buying raffle tickets or bidding on auctions to support our chosen causes.
Thank you to those who have completed the questionnaire so far, and the emerging information already shows that through its
individual members, our Order has a wide impact on reducing poverty and suffering in many ways so far unknown.
A final report will be assembled and taken to Chapter for decision making, so please send in your replies by 23rd November to
add your views.
Dame Tina Walford-Stretton
benevolence@knightstemplar-england.org.uk
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From the Earliest Beginnings
By Dame Sara-Jayne Goldingham
Until the year 1071 Christians, Arabs and Jews occupied the Holy Land and its surrounding areas in comparative peace
and tolerance. But in that year, control of power passed violently from the Egyptian Shi’ite Muslims to the Sunni
Seljuk Turks, a Muslim Caliphate that conquered great swathes of the Middle East between 1040 and 1157.
Their threat to the Christian population was met by Pope Urban II’s call for Christians to undertake an armed
pilgrimage to Jerusalem to reclaim the Holy Land for the Church.
The call was enthusiastically met by thousands of people across Europe from all social classes, but predominantly by
poor Christians led by Peter the Hermit. This ‘People’s Crusade’ ended disastrously when they were annihilated by
Seljuk forces in October 1096 just outside Antioch.
The ‘Prince’s Crusade,’ estimated at as many as 100,000 crusaders, also set out in 1096 and arrived in Constantinople
in the Spring of the following year. Here were members of the Noble Houses of Western Europe, amongst them
Godfrey de Bouillon and his brother Baldwin. They reached Jerusalem in 1099 after victorious sieges and battles along
the route, and following a ruthless nine day siege, they took Jerusalem.
Thus the Kingdom of Jerusalem was founded in 1099 and established as a secular state under Godfrey de Bouillon:
the first Crusade ended and the majority of crusaders returned home. The next 200 years are the ones most popularly
known with 4 Crusader States set up and several Orders of Chivalry established. The first new Order established was
by Godfrey de Bouillon in 1099: called the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre, their mission was to guard the Sepulchre of
Christ. They were identified by a golden equal armed cross cantoned by 4 crosses of the same. They were ‘Ecclesiatical
soldiers’, armed men sworn to religious vows.

There were other Orders but the most well known are:The Knights Hospitallers of St.John of Jerusalem with their black robes and white crosses. They had established a
hospital in Jerusalem by 1098 to care for sick pilgrims, but in times of war they exchanged their black mantles for
white robes and fought alongside the Templars.

The Order of Brothers of the German House of Saint Mary in Jerusalem (the Teutonic Knights) had also been
founded as protection for pilgrims travelling to the Levant through Germany and central Europe. Their distinctive
regalia was the white robe with a black cross on the front.

The Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Christ and of the Temple of Solomon ( the Knights Templar) were formed expressly for
the purpose of Military defence by two French crusaders, Hugh de Payans and Godfrey de Omar in 1118. They had
as their emblem two knights on one horse to indicate their vow of poverty.
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For nine years, the first nine Knights lived in their headquarters on Temple Mount in Jerusalem and set the
foundations for what has become the most famous Order of Knighthood in history. They were quite unlike any other
Order in terms of their military prowess coupled with their devotion to God.
It is not certain whether Hugh de Payans knew Bernard of Clairvaux, but the latter played a significant part in the
development of the Knights Templar. He was present in 1129 at the Council of Troyes where the Templars were
officially recognised, and may have already written his treatise, ‘On the New Knighthood’ which is his idea of
Spritualising Knighthood. He denigrates the noble classes as being lazy and good for nothing, and while killing
Christians is a sin, killing an enemy of Christ is meritorious. Bernard of Clairvaux was such a charismatic figure that
the legend of the Templar Cross is attributed to him. In a scene from Ludlow’s The Age of the Crusades, 1896
(pp 164-67), he is given the words, “the din of arms, the dangers, the labours, the fatigues of war, are the penances
that God now imposes upon you. Hasten then to expiate your sins by victories over the Infidels, and let the
deliverance of the Holy places be the reward of your repentance.” As in the olden scene, the cry, “Deus Vult! Deus
Vult!” rolled over the fields. He is then said to have flung off his robe and torn it into strips to make crosses and
others followed his example making linen crosses to adorn their surcoats.
In 1146 , at the start of the second Crusade, the Templars were fully formed as Avowed Soldier Monks, with a Rule
given by Bernard of Clairvaux. Pope Eugenius III granted them the privilege of wearing the Red Cross on their
mantles as a symbol of their willingness to shed their blood in sacrifice to God. Document seals from the 12th and 13th
Centuries show that different Commanderies used different styles of cross, the Cross Pattee being perhaps the most
recognisable.

As the concept of Spiritual Knighthood developed across the Medieval world, so the cross became more elaborate,
and the Maltese cross which is the Cross of our own Priory is packed with symbolism. It is found all over the world in
military, medical, sport and chivalric fraternities as a badge of honour and courage. One powerful meaning attributed
to it is that the eight points represent the eight beatitudes. So when I wear my Mantle, I’m reminded of the
responsibility of having the privilege of wearing it.
Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn; for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness; for they shall be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful; for they shall obtain mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart; for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers; for they shall be called the children of God.
Blessed are those who suffer persecution for righteousness’ sake; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
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The Necessity of Chivalry in the Modern World
By Chevalier Christian Pitt

F

rom addiction to smart phones to selfish government, our world is rotting. Greed grows as the norm to
life: the expectation of life. As with the dawn of time, civilisation is slithering into a state of nature. Why is
this happening?

Few consciously wish to harm themselves, and yet it is the majority that acts in this way. Like all evils in life, it is
not intention but ignorance which tarnishes the path of happiness: the ultimate aim of man.
Since the fall of Napoleon Bonaparte in 1815, the world has grown more mediocre. Man cares less for quality, and
less still for the strength of his friendships. Noble ideals which commanded the praise of peers and strangers alike
lie suffused in the abyss of neglect. And with this neglect for nobility, a neglect of civilisation.
Many have come to abandon nobility — that great nobility which delivered the city of Troy to the Achaians,
Persia to Alexander the Great and Jerusalem to those first crusaders — for a petty hedonism which seeks only to
maximise the greatest quantity of pleasure for the individual alone.
But happiness does not lie in pleasure. Nor does it lie in the accident of birth. Happiness lies in heroism. It is only
by taking up and defending chivalry that the materialism of the modern age will find the meaning it desperately
seeks: as once was taken for granted in holy Christendom. I write to you not only as a Pitt, but as a knight of our
most sacred Order of the Temple. Though I am young, nature has granted me an affable diligence in intellectual
virtue which affords me a wisdom few my age, or even those older than I, have yet achieved.
It take no genius to realise our world is far from good health: spiritually, politically, socially; the real cause of this
poison is ignorance. An ignorance of the simple truth that happiness lies in a heroic life. It is by mastering nature’s
virtues that man will learn the way to a fulfilled life. It is by rejecting chivalry, rejecting praiseworthy acts, that we
condemn ourselves and our fellow Christians to a deplorable chaos of spirit and mind. And with it, our world.
As nature has proved time and time again — be it the works of Aristotle or the humble observation of the daisy
or the ant at work — chivalry is necessary for the happiness of any age. The essential virtues of chivalry are
courage, wisdom and justice. Let us examine these in turn to learn the need for chivalry in our modern age.
We turn first to courage. By courage, we mean a pleasurable disposition to danger, or in simpler terms a voluntary
choice to run into danger. There are many examples of courage in history. On the one hand, Marcus Aurelius:
Emperor of Rome who devoted his entire life to extinguishing political intrigues amongst economic depravity and
a gruesome war against the barbarians of the north. On the other hand, Queen Elizabeth I’s calm example in
defending England from Spanish invasion. Courage is the virtue that grows men. That makes men — by choosing
danger, it allows man to grow into something better, something more meaningful than he was the day before;
riding the waves of bravery to improve the livelihood of himself and his friends and neighbours. In many ways,
courage is the most important virtue because it is the foundation on whose back all other virtues are carried.
Without courage, there is no continued success. Without courage, there is no victory. And so courage is a
necessary component of chivalry.
In addition to courage, wisdom — the king of intellectual virtues — is necessary for achieving a heroic life.
Heroes are made as much in their competence as they are in their gallantry. To be wise is to be master of the
mind: to know and to apply the universal laws of cause and effect to one’s particular circumstance. It is by
submitting to this great chain of being — the will of God — that wisdom truly manifests itself. It was by wisdom
that King David was anointed King of the Jews.
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It was by this same wisdom that the apostles and saints lived the word of Christ. To be wise is to be mindful of
the nature of one’s actions, and how they relate to the wider context of honourable deeds. Wisdom is the bride of
courage — the mind’s treasury of strength — and together they are the bright path to heroism. The path to
happiness.
With courage and wisdom explored, the final essential, and most important virtue of all, is justice. By justice, we
mean living the truth. Truth is to align one’s words with one’s acts; that was is said has or is or will manifest itself
factually at its given point in time. It is when lies creep in, dishonesties splatter themselves, that justice caves into
injustice: that good becomes evil. There is no greater sin than a lie: to stay something is what it is not. It is by
Adolf Hitler having told himself that he was the great liberator of mankind that by his dishonesty, he brought
about his own downfall. And as cause and effect proved, his downfall was the will of God. It is in a similar
fashion that families are destroyed, and relationships spoilt, by the little lies that spread into deadly tumours.
Justice is the aim of all honourable men. Justice is the death of mediocrity. Justice is the fuel of heroism.
With chivalry, the modern age will find happiness. Without it, we condemn ourselves and our children to
materialism: a wretched life whereby success is measured in the number of futile trinkets we hold for our brief
existence instead of the glimmer of praiseworthy acts that stay with us for this life and the next. My friends, the
noble life is the happy one. Through courage, wisdom and justice, you will find happiness with every step of your
life. The alternative is complacency — and history proves complacency, hand in hand with ignorance, is the fall of
all civilisations.
So have courage, grow wise and live justice.

Remembering
by Chevalier Nicolai Webber
1
It was cold that day, as we stood still,
And remembered those who had died
Those brave young men who had gone to war
Gallantly and with pride
Freedom and liberty to defend;
Those brave young men who fell
A Father, a son, a brother, a friend
Whose futures were denied.

3
It was cold that day, as we stood still,
And remembered those held dear
Those who had stayed after the battle’s cry
Who feel no more fear
As they had given their final breath.
So long, farewell, goodbye.
We must not forget your martyred death,
We shall always hold you near.

2
It was cold that day, as we stood still,
And remembered the sacrifice
Of those brave young men who had not returned
After the Armistice;
But had remained in a foreign field,
Shattered, crushed or burned.
They had not faltered; they did not yield,
As they paid the ultimate price.

4
It will be cold this day, as we stand still,
And remember those who died,
In a foreign field, they lay down their lives,
Gallantly and with pride.
That we are able to stand this day
On this chilly Autumn’s morn
And say to those who fell far away
A simple, sincere “Thank You”.

Non Nobis Domine

13

Templar Fayre
“DEPARTED” CREAMED FISH
MORTREUX OF
FISCH
To make mortreux of
fisch. Tak plays or fresch
meluel or merlyng &
seth it in fayre water, and
then tak awey the skyn &
the bones & presse the
fisch in a cloth & bray it
in a mortere, and tempre
it vp with almond melk,
& bray poudere of
gynger & sugre togedere
& departe the mortreux
on tweyne in two pottes
& coloure that on with
saffroun & dresch it in
disches, half of that on &
half of that other, &
strawe poudere of
gyngere & sugre on that
on & clene sugre on that
other & serue it forth.
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Mortrews was a type of pottage or paté that contained either fish or meat, mixed with almonds.
‘Departed’ just means that the dish is ‘parted in two’ different colours. This fish mortrew would be a
good option on ‘fysshe’ days when eating meat was forbidden.
Serves 6 as a starter
Ingredients
• 600g skinned cod fillet
• A pinch of sea salt
• 125g ground almonds
• 2 tsp rice flour or corn flour
• 3 tbsp deep yellow saffron water or food colouring
• 1⁄2 tsp ground ginger
• 3⁄4 tsp white sugar
Method
Poach the fish fillet in about 575ml of salted water until cooked through.
Drain off the cooking liquid into a measuring jug.
Pour 275ml of this liquid over the almonds in a bowl.
Press the ﬁsh under a cloth or kitchen paper to squeeze out excess moisture, then flake it.
Strain the almond ‘milk’ into a jug, stirring to separate the free liquid from the almond sludge in the
strainer.
Put the liquid into an electric blender, followed by the flaked fish, and process until smooth.
If the mixture is too stiff to process easily, add a little more fish cooking liquid.
Turn the mixture into a bowl. In a small saucepan, cream the rice flour or cornflour with 3 or 4 tbsp
of fish cooking liquid, then heat the mixture gently until it thickens.
Stir this ‘cream’ into the fish mixture and season with salt.
Put half the mixture into a separate bowl and tint it deep gold with the saffron water or food
colouring.
Combine the ground ginger and 1⁄4 tsp of the sugar and mix into the golden fish, reserving a little of
the mixture for sprinkling. If you like ginger, increase the quantity.
Serve the mortrews in six small bowls or plates, putting a coloured and a plain spoonful of mixture
side by side in each.
Chill until needed. Just before serving, sprinkle the remaining ginger/sugar mix on the gold portions
and the remaining 1⁄2 tsp plain sugar on the white portions.
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The Knightly News Crossword #2
Identify the letters in the BLUE squares to find word that has significance to Knights Templars.
One lucky member who identifies and emails that word to the Grand Secretary wins a prize at the Burns Celebration dinner! ©
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© Chev. Dr Robert Webber , 2021

Across
1. Lone Scotsman becomes a wise ruler. (7)
4. Whither thou comest, saintly Bernard? (9)
9. Ah! Even with angels present! (6)
10. Second place comic to a criminal. (10)
13. Shoreline recession. (3)
14. Rob exercised a llama at Scottish estate. (8)
16. Fortuitous happenstance. (11)
18. Kept by Ian to deter loss. (8)
19. Not out! (2)
20. In the style of verse. (6)
23. Do not dash. (3)
25. Da, to a Russian. (3)
26. Look for different arches. (6)
27. Personal pronoun. (2)
31. Ownership of real estate. (8)
33. Odds and ends that Lea can smile about. (11)
34. Greek for “bad place”, literally. (8)
36. Keeps in phase. (3)
37. Rock craftsman moans notes in the wrong order. (10)
39. Globetrotting glitterati! (6)
40. Home of the Temple Mount. (9)
41. 13th century Temple master. (7)

Down
1. Composer of nine symphonies. (8)
2. Pamphlets, circulars. (8)
3. Aid to the memory. (8)
5. A resinous substance. (3)
6. Casually, doctrines. (4)
7. Tuna nicer minced? Doubtful! (9)
8. Triangular ended roof. (6)
11. Truckers radio, good buddy. (2)
12. Eel-like parasitic fish. (7)
13. Rest from ceaseless motion. (4)
15. The Beatles lane. (5)
17. It goes down for starters. (4)
21. Metrically, just under 3.94 inches. (9)
22. Nice rag may be from Athens? (7)
23. Author mixes lentils. (4)
24. Adjust minimally. (5)
28. Ma erupts as she swam towards the river’s source. (8)
29. Mover of a motion. (8)
30. Tiny cads twisting like hereditary rulers. (8)
31. Pet DNA arranged for stickler. (6)
32. Sunbeams lift, we’re told. (4)
35. Austen’s matchmaker. (4)
36. Part of Santa’s chortle. (2)
38. Churchill’s dirty tricks organisation, irregular in Baker Street. (3)
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OSMTH ENGLAND
WHO’S WHO
For the benefit of our new members,
the Officers of our Order are as
follows:
(*) Denotes Chapter Member
GRAND PRIOR *
H.E. Chev. P Grant
DEPUTY GRAND PRIOR &
GRAND TREASURER *
Chev. I Bates
GRAND SECRETARY &
WARDEN OF REGALIA *
Chev. Dr. R Webber
GRAND SENESCHAL *
Chev. Sir Robert Worcester KBE DL
GRAND CONSTABLE *
Chev. D Gill
GRAND MARSHAL *
Chev. P Tredgett
GRAND CHAPLAIN
vacant
MASTER-AT-ARMS *
Chev. M Hunt
COMMANDER OF THE NORTH
*
Chev. M Fisher
COMMANDER OF THE SOUTH
*
Chev. Warren Cruickshank
WARDEN OF BENEVOLENCE
& CHAIR OF THE LADIES
COMMITTEE *
Dame Tina Walford-Stretton
STEWARDS
Chev. Troy Close,
Chev. Nicolai Webber

MAGISTERIUM
Chair:
Grand Prior
Members:
Grand Secretary
Grand Seneschal
Grand Treasurer
In the absence of the Grand Prior, the Grand
Secretary will take the chair.
The Grand Priory of England holds
two investiture services each year, that
are fixed as the Saturday immediately
after
the 13th October
(Templar Remembrance Day)
each year and the Saturday closest to
24th May each year, being the
anniversary of the death of Hugues de
Payen, our first Grand Master.

CHRISTCHURCH PRIORY, Dorset

I

n 1094 Ranulf Flambard, a chief minister
of King William II (Rufus), began the
building of a Norman church on the site of
the old Saxon Priory. A paragraph in the
Christchurch Cartulary (1312-1372) states:
'Flambard (the Norman founder of the present
church) destroyed the primitive church of that
place and nine others that had been standing
below the cemetery'. The nine others probably
referred to nine individual monastic cells
grouped around the main building.
In 1099 Flambard was appointed Bishop of
Durham, but work continued under his
successors in the office of Dean of Thuinam
Priory, and by about 1150 it would have comprised a basic Norman cruciform church namely a nave (up
to Triforium level) with its north and south aisles; probably a central tower; and an apsidal ended quire
extending eastwards from the crossing at the nave to about as far as the sanctuary steps in the present
quire.
During this period of the 12th century it is probable that the legend of the Miraculous Beam originated,
a legend which changed the name of the town from the Saxon Thuinam to the present day Christchurch.
In 1150 Baldwin de Redvers, Lord of the Manor and Earl of Devon, in conjunction with his son and heir
Richard de Redvers and influenced by Henri de Blois, Bishop of Winchester and brother of
King Stephen dissolved the secular Priory and reconstituted it as a Priory of Canons Regular
(i.e. ordained) of the Order of St Augustine of Hippo (North Africa) and by charter (a facsimile of which
is on display in the Nave) granted it the freehold of the land on which it was built. Reginald was elected
the first Prior.
Building work continued and in the 13th century the nave aisles were vaulted and the clerestory built in
the early English style. The North Porch, notable for its unusually large size was commenced and the
Montacute Chapels in early English style replaced the Norman apse on the east side of the North
Transept.
By 1350 the Nave roof had been lifted to its present height over the clerestory. A spire may have been
built on the central Norman tower at this time or a little later.
Towards the end of the 14th century the Lady Chapel was started in early Perpendicular Gothic style.
It was completed and vaulted early in the 15th century, its pendant vault being, probably, the first of its
kind in England. St Michael's Loft, once the schoolroom and now the church museum, was built over
the Lady Chapel in the same century.
It is reputed that about 1415 the central Norman tower and spire either collapsed and fell on the Norman
quire or was taken down as part of a planned programme of reconstruction. In any event the old
Norman quire was rebuilt in the Perpendicular Gothic style in the 15th century, the opportunity being
taken to extend it further to the eastwards to join up with the ambulatory, and the newly finished Lady
Chapel. The result of the work, completed early in the 16th century, is the Great Quire of today with its
pendant and lantern vaulted ceiling.
A new tower in the Perpendicular style was erected at the west end of the church in 1470/80 to replace
the old central tower.
The large Salisbury Chantry and the Draper Chantry were built in the ornate Tudor Renaissance style
early in the 16th century (1529), being the last major works undertaken in the church before the
dissolution of the Priory in 1539 brought an end to any further development. In general appearance the
church was then much as it appears today. The conventual monastic buildings of the Priory which had
been sited, as was customary, on the sunny sheltered south side of the church were pulled down soon
after the dissolution.

CHRISTCHURCH BOOKING PORTAL IS NOW OPEN
Please Note: Articles submitted by members
are reproduced with only minor editing for
punctuation and consistency and, as such,
may or may not represent the collective views
of the Order, the Grand Priory, its senior
officers or members.
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www.knightstemplar-england.org.uk/Christchurch.htm

For details of our Order, please visit our website: www.knightstemplar-england.org.uk
Or contact our Secretary at: secretary@knightstemplar-england.org.uk
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