The Grand Priory of the Knights TempWiant e m
Welcome Back!
OUR ROTHWELL I NVESTI TURE WAS AN I N

f there were any doubts or qualms about whether our first investiture for two years wo
I success, they were quickly dispelled at the service held at Holy Trinity church, Rothw
picturesque county of Northamptonshire. In welcoming thirteen new members to the
this was one of our larger investitures, but speaking to the new members all were impres
majesty, dignity and respectfulness of their induction.

agoBronze Agemourners buried their dead alongside offerings of food in vessé&anidme
British people, two thousand years later, built a settlement in what Rottomell. Dark
Ageinvaders came next and foundedDaaishsettlement of "Rodewell" or "place of the r¢
well", presumably smalled because of the area's many freshwater springs coloured red by
other minerals. o

By the earlMiddle AgesRothwell, or
"Rowell" as it is known locally, wa®
already a town of some importanc
dominating the then smaller settleme:
of Kettering (a state of affairs whic
persisted until the arrival in Kettering ¢
the railway).

A charter, granted biing Johnin AD 1204 permitting a weekly market and annual
confirmed t he -tamanniaket anthg fair areastilleexdant. The market is
every Monday and the fair, called "Rowell Fair",
followingTrinity Sunday.

The town has a rich history; Holy Trinity church has the longest aisle in the coanbgrend
crypt, which together with the Market House builthiymas Treshamm 1578, shows Rothwel
was once one of the three largest towns Niorthamptonshire; the other twg
being Northampton and Stamford (which is now inLincolnshire). Rothwell is also on th
pilgrimage route from the former Benedictine Abbey at Peterborough to Santiago de Cor
in Spain, a route still used today.

h

And now the Knights Templar have made their mark on the town!

OQur next investiture wil/ be he
CHRI STCHURCH PRI ORY
in Dorset
foll owed by a welcoming banque
HERMI TAGE HOTBbaurnemout h.
Booking for this event s

|

The town of Rothwell can trace its history back to the Bronze Age. Four thousand :

takes place on Market Hill during thg
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From the Grand Pri orodos De:

We are now in O6Winter Quarters®é and time fo

saddlingup to charge into 2022.
When | sat down last year to write my Christmas message to the Troops, | had little to say in the \
Christmas cheer as our plans for the entire year had been destroyed by the Covid pandemic, forc
cancellation of a formal Dinner at the RAF Club in London, an AGM, a Servi
of Investiture and Banquet at Wellingborough School and a similar event in
magnificent surroundings of Chester Cathedral, as well as an Internatic
Gathering in Paris, where a thousand Templars had been expected to att
Moreover, we were left with a large number of Postulants awaiting investiture
| am now delighted to write that most of those have now joined us at a we
attended Service of Investiture at Holy Trinity Church in Rothwell
Northamptonshire, followed by a most enjoyable luncheon at the Kettering P:
Hotel and Spa, where we welcomed thirteen new members into the Order.
| continue to maintain regular close communications with the Grand Master
Paris, the Grand Prior General of Scandinavia in Sweden and other sel
members of the Order wonldide and | am also involved in establishing a new
Priory in Wales. If anyone has any friends or relatives in Wales who may
interested in joining us and assisting in forming a new Priory there, | would
delighted to hear from you or them. Exciting times!
Some of you may be aware that there are otbeadol ed Templ ar organi sati or
to be the otrue and only |l egitimate Templ ar-gr
making scams for the owner of the ywabe, or at best are the product of a fantasist who desperately want
appear to be important and who has built an entire fictional history around themselves. Both types will |
take your money and send you an A4 piece of paper which states that you are now a Knight Templar,
ever having met you or your attending any kind of ceremonial. There is, however, one particular group
themselves OSMTJ, which is very similar to our OSMTH and which translates to the same in English
recently, they were headed by an Admiral of the United States Navy and now they have a new Grand
who is a Brigadier General (Retired) of the United States Army. OSMTJ were at one time members of th
branch of the Order but many years ago, due to poliiitditing, a number of members broke away from this
Order and formed their own group which became OSMTJ.

It has always been my earnest hope that one day we could reunite in fellowship but all of my efforts o
years have proven fruitless until now, and | am delighted to advise the membership that | have most r
received a communication from the Grand Prior of Hong Kong, speaking on behalf of his Grand Master |
United States and offering the hand of friendship. | willingly accepted this offer, which was almost imme
followed by a communication from their Grand Master to me in which he asked me to arrange for a char
communication to be opened between our Grand Master and himself. | therefore passed on all details
Grand Master in Paris who also welcomed this approach and has authorised me to maintain contact and
an open invitation to their members to attend any of our events in the future. | do not fojessagae
reunification but | do have great hopes for a whole new relationship with even more good people who st
of our own core values.

Onto other matters: Can | please ask all members to advise the Grand Secretary of their email anc
addresses and also a contact telephone number. We know that some members {nusenovede do not
have their new addresses or contact numbers in order to correctly communicate.

Even if you have not moved or changed address (physical or email) please advise the Grand Secretary ¢
can confirm that our central membership address list is correct.

His email is: secretary@knightsterrgigtand.org.uk
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K nights, Dames and Fellow Templars, but most especially, friends...




MEMBERS OF CHAPTER:

Grand Prio® H.E. Chevalier. Paul Grant KGCTJ

Grand Secretary: Chevalier Dr Robert Webber KGCTJ

Grand Seneschal: Chevalier Sir Robert Worcester KBE, KGOTJ, CH, DL.
Grand Marshal: Chevalier Paul Tredgett KGCTJ

Grand Treasurer and Deputy Grand Prior: Chevalier lan Bates KGCTJ
Grand Constable: Chevalier Danny Gill KGOTJ

MasteratArms: Chevalier Martyn Hunt KCTJ

Commander of the North: Chevalier Michael Fisher KCTJ
Commander of the South: Chevalier Warren Cruickshank KCTJ
Warden of Benevolence: Dame Tina Walsrettton DOTJ

DINING: Itis an historic and established tradition that Templars dine together, which assists in bonding, is
courtesy and is especially important when we welcome new members. When dining, we always commence
before we eat, and we include a sung grace at the end of the main meal. In England, our traditional sung gre
Spirituali. If you have an internet connection such as YouTube, please check it out and familiarise yourself w

RANKS AND APPOINTMENTS:

Some members can be confused by the difference between Ranks and Appointments. A Rank is the level
which you have achieved, and an Appointment is a task for which you have responsibility, as follows:

RANKS:

Knight or Dame

Knight or Dame Officer

Knight or Dame Commander

Knight or Dame Grand Commander (not currently in use)
Knight or Dame Grand Officer

Knight or Dame Grand Cross

APPOINTMENTS:
Grand Prior
Deputy Grand Prior
Prior

Chancellor
Seneschal
Secretary

Marshal

Treasurer

Chaplain

Warden of Insignia
MasteratArms
SergearditArms
Area Commander
Warden of Benevolence
Preceptor
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DRESS:As an ancient and Chivalric Order with international standing and which conducts ceremonial at the
levels, it is important that we have a formalised Dress Code, of which there are several styles, as follows:
1 White Tie: Full Evening Dress (white bow tie, \waoligred shirt, black tailcoat, white Marcella waistcoat ¢
black patent leather shoes)
Black Tie: Black bow tie worn with a Digsst, Dinner Jacket or Tuxedo and Evening Dress trousers.
Smart Casual: It is understood that not all members have the more formal styles of dress and that they
infrequently, however, those members who do have them are encouraged to wear them. All others are
wear a dark lounge suit with a white shirt, and all male members should wear the KT tie, available
Warden of Regalia, Chevalier Dr Robert Webber.
T Military uniform is permitted for those authorised to wear it. This may be Number 1 Dress Blues, Mess I
Service Dress and additionally, there is a nsliygeyTemplar uniform for those who wish to have one made.
T Female members are requested to dress in keeping with the occasion or to wear the style agreed by
Committee.
1 The only official dress required for investitures is the mantle, neck cross and white gloveptiontHscoat
worn by male members.
Finally, if any member has a friend who may wish to support us but who does not wish to be a full member,
be welcome to join as a Friend of the Order which costs only £20 per year and does not require them to pur
regalia. As a Friend of the Order, they are entitled to attend all functions including Services of Investiture
banquets and social events upon payment of the usual dining fees.

Which just leaves me the most pleasant task of wishing you all, each and every one, a very

Merry Christmas 2021 and a peaceful, prosperous dreeQiidYear 2022

A warm welcome is extended to the following new members.

David Aiton, lan Burwell, Lt. Col. Michael Casedoares, Basil England, Signe Goldingham,
lan Hartley, Lex Hewitt, Christian Pitt, David Smith, Bill Straub, David Thurel, Dr Albin Wallac
Mark WellsPestell.

Congratulations to the following on their promotion to Knight or Dame Officer
Bob Blackledge, Lilibeth Solajes, Mark Stretton, Tina \Afifetn.

Congratulations to those elevated to the highest rank of Knight Grand Cross
Chevalier Dr Robert Webber, Chevalier Paul Tredgett and Chevalier lan Bates who is also ap
as Deputy Grand Prior.

My personal thanks to all who worked so very hard to ensure that our latest
Investitures were a great success, especially to our newly appointed Stewards,
Troy Close and Nicolai Webber; to those who manned the Reception desk on
Friday evening, and all those who contributed to the ceremonial aspect in church.
It was a great team effort. Also to The Commander of the South, Chevalier Warren
Cruickshank and the Preceptor of the Lance, Chevalier Mark Bhoge8rott for
their huge generosity in providing the unique handnade book and the facsimile Magna
Cartas to be auctioned and to the Commander of the North,
Chevalier Michael Fisher, for organising the raffle.
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How to progress in our Order.

This is a question the Grand Prior has been asked often over the years and again most recently since th
investitures.

Promotion in an Order such as ours can be slow and in fact, we have several in our ranks who have been m
many years but who are still Knights or Dames without having been promoted further. In many cases this i
they are happy to remain where they are as a member; to attend functions and events, to give their support
have the additional responsibility of holding an office which can be veognsomaing.

So, what do you need to do in order to be recognised for promotion? Promotion is usually awarded when
need for an office to be filled and where the office holder requires a higher rank in order to function correctly,
is not always the case. For example, the first step on the ladder is generally by becoming a Steward, the res
of which can be wide ranging, from formally meeting and greeting new arrivals to assisting with high ceren
then checking that the dining room is ready with the seating plan in place and all places correctly identifie
correct name cards. A Stewardds role can be busy
gives the holder a deeper insight into the administration and workings of the Grand Priory and will lead 1
promotion when an office becomes available.

More accelerated promotion can be achieved if a member has certain skills which are offered to the Grand F
members with such specific skills are generally appointed to an office best suited to their abilities. For in:
become Secretary you must have excellent cosidliseand a good command of the English language. A Treas
is usually someone with a good accounting, financial or mathematical background arat-ArivasterMarshal
will almost certainly be selected from those with a military background. A Preceptor is a local organiser for
geographic area and an Area Commander oversees the Preceptors in his area. Both need to be good or
team builders. Once in post all of those office holders tend to remain there for several years until they no lo
to hold that position or are unable to do so due to ill health and this in turn means that there is unlikely
vacancy in any of those roles for several years. Each of those posts attract a higher rank due to the nature ¢
carried out.

At the most recent investitures in Kettering, four members were promoted to Knight or Dame Officer, two of
already hold an office and they were promoted in recognition of that office and two were promoted in recog
loyal service and regular attendance. Why regular attendance? You may ask. Because many members
remain simply as members whilst rarely attending and so do not qualify for further advancement whilst thos
give their regular support are rewarded for their loyalty. As an aside, those who were promoted but do not y:
office will be allocated an office at some time in the future.

Members are reminded that wherever possible our annual investitures are
scheduled for weekend closest to 24th May each year (the anniversary of th¢
death of Hugues de Payen, our first Grand Master) and the weekend
immediately after the 13th October (Templar Remembrance Day) to facilitate
planning and to maximise attendance.

PLEASE TRY TO KEEP THESE WEEKENDS FREE OF
OTHER COMMITMENTS!
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Meaning of the
Templar Banner

The banner of the Knights Templar|

like many pieces of medieval history

true etymology may have been
somewhere along the way.
Etymological suggestions inclu

piebald, meaning spotted or of t
colours, which is perhaps closer to
mark. This certainly fits the descript
of the Beaucent, for it consisted o
black square above a white one.

The late author John J. Robing
claimed that the term Beaucent
Medi eval French
a group of knights who were not at
like the vain secular knights of the ¢
image certainly cannot be the en
interpretation. Robinson also claime
was a battle cry:

oln medi eval Fre
which translators have offered such
onobl e, 6 o0glorio
As a battle cry
charge to o0Be n

Symbolically, the black section is sa
have depicted the sins of the sec
world that the Templar knights h
chosen to leave, while the sec
section was whigdepicting the purity
that the order offered thetha sort of
transformation from darkness to light

called the Beaucent (vexillum belli) an

British Involvement in the Holy Landpt 1)

In this series of articles Chev. Basil England will examine the involvement of

iSdBritish nations in the various Crusades and the effects they had on the
iInited Kingdom.

ost
y interest in this subject goes back to my background. My mother was bc
Jerusalem during the British Military Administration of the Holy Land, later
tr?e British Mandate. My grandfather was Postri@stegral at the General Post
oiOffice in Jerusalem at that time. | was born in a British Milit=2n
Hospital and spent my chil
the Knights goes back to the time of the retreat by the Kn
OMHospitaller, (later Knights of St John and Malta) from the |
algamq O%ng atrLljetiri rpcavle 1o hgall;[?. ap% building the. Fc
affortifications and bastion walls 16ft deep around the islar
ajalta which are still there today. Malta was a British color
;ir§ver 250 years. Admiral Horatio Nelson spent time there
|_ady Hamilton in Malta before he went onwards to the Batt
s tchﬁ NiIJef Wirg%t%anhurachilf was talyso isn tMaaIttaeduriqgovirsits t
Bhitisk Eight Army in” North Affica during” World War ]
uThe Queen canck RPringe Bhilip spent timeein Méalta when P
PRifpgwas StBtfoRed tieferdufiry hi¥ &é&rvide with the Royal
lBu'rirelgO mf hildh8d4 dgnllsolnr I\'/Icﬂtg,se'vé’ry other Land Rove
Tlgritish Army, Royal Navy or Air Force and there were plengr_
d hose. Malta was awarded g
under fire by

nber oi sm when :

The Crusades were a series of religious wars, sanctioned by the

Catholic Church, to take control of the Holy Land from the ruling Muslim Caliphate du
L dhe Middle AgesWith the First Crusade beginning in 1095, the call went out from

de

al

]

Despite many depictions of the ban

standard was not such that it droo
down on its pole. Rather, the ban
was held in place top and bottom
two poles so that it did not require
breeze to be seen by the Templars
their enemies.

So important was the view of the fly
Beaucent that, before a battle,
Marshal would select ten Templars

Marshal was killed during fighting,
Commander of Knights would take f
banner so that it may fly above
battle for all to see.

This created somewhat of a ca
twenty two situation, for as long as
Beaucent flew the Templars must fi
on and as long as the Templars fol
on, the Beaucent must fly.

The purpose of the banner was to sg
as a rallying point for the Templg
One of the Order

caused the Templars to be separ
from one another. As such, the fly
Beaucent would allow them to ea
regroup in order to continue the attag

in later day paintings, the baI

protect him and the banner. If the

was the heavy horse charge. This dft

l&v/atican for Christian nations to send soldiers to fight to defend the Christians in the
efland, who were being threatened and attagkedi t ai nds contri but
over the centuries from being only incidentally involve
to being a major power in Jerusalem.

ner

It is worth noting that the very last Christian Army to tak
over the Holy Land from the Ottoman Empire was the
British Army when they defeated the Ottomans and ¢
9h December 191General Viscount Allenby crossed the
River Jordan and Jerusalem fell to the British Army. T
Holy Land was then governed under the British Milita
Administration later to become the British Mandate ¢
Palestine until 1948. This was the last British involveme
in the Holy Land.

The Allenby Bridge is still there. In 1998 my mother toc

\ us to visit the Holy Land. We took a coach from Amma

)‘ ®| Bus Station to Israel. My mother said that we will k

L lcrossing t he Al l enby Br

rsWe expected to see a Golden Gate type Bridge, but no it was still the same pontoon

P that'tHeBitish Arnf Used i919P78tb Erbsd from Jordan. Only one bus at a time could
atiﬁe Bridge.

"Gener al Al l enbyds tacti and

Tj)&cademy Sandhurst.

cCsS strateg
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Crypts & Tunnels Discovered Beneath Knights Templar
Chapel in Poland

Nora McGreevy of theSmithsonian Institute

round 1119, amicChristian Crusadée wrest the Holy Land from Muslim control, a French knight nklugdes de
Payengormed a small military order dedicated to defending pilgrims as they travelled from West to East.

Known today as th&nights Templar, the group (and various legends surrounding its history) has captured the
imagination for centuries. Ratrick Masters, a film studies scholar at the University of Portsmouth, wroteCtomvérsation
2019,13thcentury epica n d D a n THe DaWingci €@like link the order to the mythielly Grall, albeit witlittle supporting
evidence.

Over the year s, physical traces of the organi s ay.lnvllages
across the West Pomeranian region of Poland, for instaneegrtBtii Gothic buildings created by the knights upon their retu
from the Holy Land testify to the orderds | asting infl.

Now, an ongoing archaeological dig at a Knights Te
chapel in a remote Polish village of about 100 resid
offering up an array of exciting new discoveries.

In 2019, a research team using grgemettrating rad:
(GPR) uncovered several crypts and the possible r
of an underground passageway or tunnel while conc
excavations at thechapel of Saint Stanislaus
Chwarszczany.

0OAccording to |l egends a
a we l | i n t he Vi ermaem
KoGosowski, the 1l ead ar &
tells CNN. O Rumor has
entrance to a secret tunnel. This still requires an exr
archaeol ogical investig:gs

As Jakub Pikulik reported for the Polish newsiaqest [
Lubuskaecently, renovations and archaeological wi The

Knights Templar constructed |

the sit e. have con.t i nuec Polish village of Chwarszt'?
commenced work in July 2019, scanning the chag 13th century

surrounding fields with the help of a hundred o

volunteers.

An excavation expected to unearth a medieval fortress yielded no substantial finds from the period. But archasclvgists d
centuriesld cobblestones, the walls of an t&thtury distillery, Bronze Age pottery and iron nails, and a 1757 coattltxethyrid
by Russian troops stationed nearby durinfthee en Year s War .

Inside the chapel, archaeologists investigating a slight depression beneath the stone floors found seven vault
As per astatemenfrom OKM, the German manufacturer of the GPR technology used by the researchers, these undergroun
0cannot be dat ed b ac lGazetamlLubhskatep, ltha vaults wenedilely éonstructedtlagen only to be empt
during renovations in the second half of the 19th century.

Built on the site of an older Romanesque temple in the second half of the 13th centubyidh€madrszczany chapeb sothab
pl ace of worship and a defensi vAanetfNewst i fi cati on, 6 accord

At the time, the Knights Templar wielded significant power in western Poland, local historian Marek Karolczak tells CNN.

0Back in those days, the appearance of Kni ghts Tempdfar
Crusades. Local rulers wanted to strengthen their power by inviting military orders to settle on their land and beaiid sommand

Because the Knights Templar were protected by the mp@sope
accruing |l egendary status, 6 reports CNN. But the geraup
member sd arrest, perhaps out of a desire to seize their

Adapted from an article published in the Smithsoniath S&gageziber, 12020
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https://www.smithsonianmag.com/videos/category/history/how-the-knights-templar-came-to-be/
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/crus/hd_crus.htm
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/videos/category/history/how-the-knights-templar-came-to-be/
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/crus/hd_crus.htm
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/videos/category/history/how-the-knights-templar-came-to-be/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugues_de_Payens
https://www.history.com/topics/middle-ages/the-knights-templar
https://theconversation.com/profiles/patrick-masters-415218
https://theconversation.com/knights-templar-still-loved-by-conspiracy-theorists-900-years-on-128582
https://www.wdl.org/en/item/4100/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Da_Vinci_Code
https://watch.smithsonianchannel.com/video/series/the-real-story/28231
https://medievalheritage.eu/en/main-page/heritage/poland/chwarszczany-chapel/
http://nadzorarcheo.pl/
https://gazetalubuska.pl/chwarszczany-kaplica-templariuszy-sprzed-740-lat-kryje-wiele-tajemnic-pod-posadzka-odkryto-krypty-czy-jest-tu-tez-podziemny/ar/c1-14398513
https://gazetalubuska.pl/chwarszczany-kaplica-templariuszy-sprzed-740-lat-kryje-wiele-tajemnic-pod-posadzka-odkryto-krypty-czy-jest-tu-tez-podziemny/ar/c1-14398513
https://www.okmdetectors.com/blogs/treasure-finds/exploration-templar-church-poland
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/holy-grail-hidden-poland-1908419

The Lure of the Knights Templar

What it means to a oOnewbied member to be part of
by Chev. lan Hartley

s | grew up though my early years my knowledd
the Knights Templar wa
the army of the Poped

where the term O0OFriday
came from and o6they no | on

Whether fact or myth, within my home town of Millom
Cumbria there was always (and to some extent still is) tak
there was Knights Templar presence here:

R A church dating back hundreds of years with artifiss

possibly being of the 10th Century era. e =
B A Manor house and subsequent castle (now ruins) dating y; | | om Holy Trinity Church and the

to the same period. Castle (far right)

R Knights Templar reportedly having links with the then Huddleston family (the Huddleston family be
significance in several wars throughout the centuries).

R 1t is even claimed that the O6Holy Grail d may he
and becoming lost to the world!

All very exciting and mysterious for a young boy.

Fast forward a few years to 2017. While serving in the Royal Air Force and located at RAF Waddington | w
bike ride. Whilst riding round the local area | came across an old tower in the middle of nowhere. Intrigued |
to the tower that is Temple Bruer.

Reading the signs around the monument this once again sparked my interest in the Knights Templar. O
information boards states, o0ln January 1308 Wil
of all England, was arrested here at Temple Bruer along with his knights and imprisoned at Lincoln. The
Order was suppressed in 1312 and their assets were transferred to another military order, the Knights H
At the suppression Temple Bruer was the second w
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